
1. Supporting People Grant (SPG) is a fixed grant administered by Local Autho
spent on housing-related support services.  
 
2. Housing support includes help to make the home safe and secure, support w
with professionals and relatives, social support and general 'good neighbour' ta
with cleaning and shopping and on-call support. It does not pay for any person
which are not housing-related support, therapies, counselling, provision of equ
management services etc.  
 
3. SPG is paid to organisations which have contracts with the 'Supporting Peop
managed via the local Administering Authority. These contracts will be reviewe
ensure that organisations providing support give vale for money and keep to a
service and are strategically relevant as defined by the Commissioning Body. F
Strategy will reflect any Local Area Agreement priorities that Supporting People
appropriate to fund.  
 
4. Support paid for by SPG can be provided to someone wherever they live. So
arrangements are linked to the provision of accommodation; some support is o
can be provided wherever the recipient lives.  
 
5. It is not necessary to have a Social Worker, or a Community Care Assessme
Social Services, to receive this type of support. However, you do have to be 'vu
benefit from the support service. You must agree to a support plan that that id
service will be provided. Your support provider must be able to demonstrate ou
plan to the SP commissioning Body as part of their contract. 
 
6. Whether you have to pay for this type of support service depends on the cir
receive any Housing Benefit towards your rent, you will not have to pay for a 'S
service. If you do not get Housing Benefit, your local authority will assess your
your support costs in line with locally agreed criteria. They are not obliged to c
there are government guidelines about how much income you should be left w
contribution. If you are being assessed in this way, your earnings are ignored, 
related to your disability may be taken into account. 
Want to know more about Charges? Go to Quick Brief Non Rental Charges to T
 
7. If you live in a scheme which only helps people for less than 2 years (e.g. re
you would not have to pay towards your costs in any circumstances.  
 
8. Any payment from SPG towards your support costs does not affect you if yo
Independent Living Fund (ILF). The ILF ignores SPG funding when they assess 
payment they make you. 
Want to know more about ILF? Go to Quick Brief Independent Living Funds (re
 
9. At present, there are no direct payments of SPG being made to supported in
because different rules apply compared to payments for care costs (which can 
payments) and also because the grant is tied up in contracts between the AA a
providers. There have been some pilot projects to see if this could change. The
published later on in 2008. 
 

quick brief 
 
Supporting People Grant (ref 36)

Housing Options | Quick Brief | Supporting People Grant (ref 36)
rities that can only be 

ith life skills, liaison 
sks, occasional help 
al care, social services 
ipment, general housing 

le' Commissioning Body 
d on a regular basis to 
greed standards of 
rom 2009 the local SP 
 Grant would be 

me support 
n a 'floating' basis and 

nt, or even be known to 
lnerable' and be able to 
entifies how your 
tcomes against this 

cumstances. If you 
upporting People' 

 ability to pay towards 
harge, but if they do, 
ith after your 
and any living costs 

enants (ref 20).  

fuges, hostels), then 

u get money from the 
your needs and the 

f 10).  

dividuals. This is 
made as direct 
nd the service 
 results will be 

page 1 of 2   

http://www.housingoptions.org.uk/
http://www.housingoptions.org.uk/gi_quickbriefs/qb_10.pdf
http://www.housingoptions.org.uk/gi_quickbriefs/qb_20.pdf


10. You can find out who your local Supporting People team contacts are and what plans there are in 
your area by logging on to the Supporting People website. This is at www.spkweb.org.uk where you 
can follow the local area links. Other good sources of information are SITRA (website: 
www.sitra.org.uk), and the National Housing Federation (website: www.housing.org.uk). 
 

If you require further information or have other queries contact Housing Options. 
 

Housing Options, Stanelaw House, Sutton Lane, Sutton, Witney, Oxfordshire, OX29 5RY, United Kingdom 
Telephone: +44 (0)845 4561497 E-mail: enquiries@housingoptions.org.uk 

Although we try to ensure that statements as to the law and other facts are accurate this report gives general guidance and 
does not aim to cater for individual cases. Housing Options and our sponsors cannot accept responsibility for any loss incurred as 

a result of relying on such statements, specific advice should always be obtained on individual cases. 
 

© All rights reserved. No reproduction is permitted without written permission from Housing Options. 
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